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FAISAL M. KUTTY 

Professor of Law, Southwestern Law School 

3050 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90010  |  fkutty@swlaw.edu  |  (213) 738-5783 

 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

• Southwestern Law School, Professor of Law, 2025–Present; Associate Professor of Law, 2021–2025 

• Valparaiso University School of Law, Associate Professor of Law Emeritus; Director, International LL.M. 

Program, 2014–2019; Associate Professor, 2014–2019; Assistant Professor, 2012–2014; Visiting Assistant 

Professor, 2009–2012 

• Dwayne O. Andreas School of Law, Barry University, Assistant Professor of Law, 2019–2020 

• Osgoode Hall Law School, York University, Adjunct Professor, 2009–2019; Lecturer, 2007–2009; Legal Writing 

Instructor, 1997–1998 

• Law Society of Upper Canada, Bar Admissions Instructor, 2001–2005 

 

EDUCATION 

• Osgoode Hall Law School, York University — Doctoral Studies in Comparative Law, 2006–2010. Dissertation: 

Between Normalcy and Exception: A Comparative Analysis of Emergencies in Western and Islamic Legal 

Traditions. 

• Osgoode Hall Law School, York University — LL.M., 2005, Civil Litigation & Alternative Dispute Resolution. 

Thesis published as The Shari’a Factor in International Commercial Arbitration, 28 Loy. L.A. Int’l & Comp. L. 

Rev. 565 (2006). 

• University of Ottawa Faculty of Law — J.D., cum laude, 1994. Articles Editor (summer) and Book Reviews 

Editor, Ottawa Law Review. 

 

BAR ADMISSION 

• Law Society of Ontario (formerly Law Society of Upper Canada), Called to the Bar of Ontario, 1996 

 

SCHOLARSHIP & PUBLICATIONS 

Works in Progress 

Beyond the Genocide Binary: Gaza, Atrocity Law, and the Problem of Legal Classification (manuscript, 2026) 

(under submission). 

Governing the Conditions of Inquiry: Academic Freedom, Antidiscrimination Enforcement, and Institutional Power 

After October 7 (draft article, 2026). 

Belonging Without Fiction: Kafāla, Nasab, and the Case for Identity-Preserving Permanent Family Care in Islamic 

Law (manuscript in progress). 

The Permanent Exception: How the War on Terror Became Ordinary Law (manuscript in progress). 

The Permanent Exception and Racialized Dissent: Designing Institutions Beyond Security Governance (manuscript 

in progress). 

 

Law Review & Journal Articles 

“Islamic Law” in U.S. Courts: Judicial Jihad or Constitutional Imperative?, 41 Pepp. L. Rev. 1059 (2014), 

reprinted in Islamophobia and the Law (Cyra Akila Choudhury & Khaled A. Beydoun eds., Cambridge Univ. 

Press 2020). 

Creeping Shari’ah or Conspicuous Islamophobia, Colum. J. Int’l Affs. (Dec. 2014). 
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The Myth and Reality of “Shari’a” Courts in Canada: A Delayed Opportunity for the Indigenization of Islamic 

Legal Rulings, 7 U. St. Thomas L.J. 559 (2010). 

The Shari’a Factor in International Commercial Arbitration, 28 Loy. L.A. Int’l & Comp. L. Rev. 565 (2006). 

Indian Muslims: Rebuilding a Community, 17 J. Inst. Muslim Minority Affs. 107 (1997). 

 

Book Chapters 

Challenging Group Bias: Benefits of Contact and Dialogue among Jews, Christians, and Muslims, in Building 

Bridges Among Abraham’s Children: A Celebration of Michael Berenbaum 343 (Edward McGlynn Gaffney, 

Marcia Sachs Littell & Michael Bazyler eds., Academic Studies Press 2025). Publisher page 

Islamic Perspectives on Adoption, in The Oxford Handbook of Religious Perspectives on Reproductive Ethics 239 

(Dena S. Davis ed., Oxford Univ. Press 2024). 

In Search of the Elusive Middle Ground Between Blasphemy and Free Speech: From Defamation of Religion to 

Incitement to Hate, in Constitutional Democracy Under Stress: A Time for Heroic Citizenship (Peter L. Biro ed., 

2020). 

Islamic Finance, Consumer Protection and Public Policy, in Faith, Finance, and Economy 129 (Tanweer Akram & 

Salim Rashid eds., Palgrave Macmillan 2020). 

Blasphemy and Apostasy “Laws” in the Muslim World: A Critical Analysis, in Research Handbook on Islamic Law 

and Society 217 (Nadirsyah Hosen ed., Edward Elgar Publ’g 2018). 

Islamic Law and Adoptions, in The Intercountry Adoption Debate: Dialogues Across Disciplines (Robert L. Ballard 

et al. eds., Cambridge Scholars Publ’g 2014). 

Shari’ah Courts in Canada: A Delayed Opportunity for the Indigenization of Islamic Legal Rulings, in Debating 

Shariah: Islam, Gender Politics and Family Law Arbitration 123 (Anna C. Korteweg & Jennifer A. Selby eds., 

Univ. of Toronto Press 2012). 

 

Book Reviews 

Review of Legal Mobilization: Assessing the Potential and Limits of Law-based Civic Advocacy, 41 Utrecht J. Int’l 

& Eur. L. 1 (2026). Article 

Review of Stolen Nation: The Right to Reparation of Palestinian Refugees, Express Tribune (Jan. 16, 2026). Article 

Review of Islam and Statecraft: Religious Soft Power in the Arab Gulf States, Wash. Rep. on Middle E. Aff., 

Aug./Sept. 2025, at 94. Article 

Review of Drone Warfare: Killing by Remote Control, 11 J. Int’l L. & Int’l Rel. 92 (2015). 

Review of Islam, Secularism and Liberal Democracy: Toward a Democratic Theory for Muslim Societies, Globe 

and Mail (July 9, 2009). 

Review of The Constitution of Law: Legality in a Time of Emergency, 24 Windsor Rev. Legal & Soc. Issues 73 

(2008). 

Review of Farce Majeure: The Clinton Administration’s Sudan Policy 1993–2000, 19 Am. J. Islamic Soc. Sci. No. 

2 (2002). 

Review of American Islam: Growing Up Muslim in America, 17 Muslim World Bk. Rev. No. 3, at 39 (1997). 

Review of Human Rights in Crisis: The International System for Protecting Rights During States of Emergency, 

Ottawa L. Rev. 253 (1994). 

Review of The Politics of Islamic Resurgence: Through Western Eyes, Islamic Stud. 222 (1993). 

 

Research & Teaching Materials 

The Kutty “Islamic Law” Flowchart, Valparaiso University Legal Studies Research Paper No. 14-9 (Sept. 25, 

2014). 

https://www.academicstudiespress.com/9798887195803/
https://utrechtjournal.org/article/view/27651
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2587342/how-law-still-enables-palestinian-dispossession
https://www.wrmea.org/middle-east-books-and-more/islam-and-statecraft-religious-soft-power-in-the-arab-gulf-states.html
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SELECTED LEGAL ANALYSIS & PUBLIC COMMENTARY 

 

Author pages (with links to published pieces): Newsweek | Toronto Star | Al Jazeera | Middle East Eye | 

Washington Report on Middle East Affairs | Lawfare | Express Tribune | Madhyamam 

 

Against the Myth of Eternal Religious War, Islamica (July 26, 2026). Article 

 

Lawfare 

Israel, Qatar, and the Limits of Self-Defense, Lawfare (Oct. 14, 2025). Article 

Rebutting the Case for Israel’s June 2025 Strikes as Lawful Self-Defense, Lawfare (Aug. 26, 2025). Article 

 

Law360 Canada (LexisNexis) — Expert Analysis 

Anti-Zionism and Antisemitism: When Definitions Become Legal Standards, Law360 Canada (Oct. 8, 2026) (Part 3 

of 3). Article 

Anti-Zionism and Antisemitism: What the Courts Are Saying, Law360 Canada (Oct. 7, 2026) (Part 2 of 3). Article 

Anti-Zionism Can Be Antisemitic. That Doesn’t Make It Antisemitism, Law360 Canada (Oct. 6, 2026) (Part 1 of 3). 

Article 

TMU Controversy Tests the Limits of Law Society Regulation, Law360 Canada (Sept. 14, 2026). Article 

Prosecutorial Independence: Applying the Law When Politics Are at Their Hottest, Law360 Canada (Aug. 12, 

2026). Article 

Protecting Prosecutorial Independence from Political Pressure, Law360 Canada (Aug. 11, 2026). Article 

Prosecutorial Independence in an Age of Polarization: When Politics Surrounds the Criminal Process, Law360 

Canada (Aug. 10, 2026). Article 

What Happens When a Government Can Override Constitutional Rights? Canada Is About to Find Out, Law360 

Canada (Mar. 31, 2026). Article 

 

 

JURIST — Forum 

Revenge Porn and Free Speech: Let’s Not Throw Out the Baby with the Bathwater, JURIST (Dec. 2, 2014). 

Free Expression and an Elusive Middle Ground: Part Two, JURIST (Jan. 7, 2013). 

Free Expression and an Elusive Middle Ground: Part One, JURIST (Dec. 21, 2012). 

Islamic Law, Adoptions and Kafalah, JURIST (Nov. 6, 2012). 

Apologizing to Maher Arar: A Beginning, Not an End, JURIST (Feb. 2, 2007). 

 

The Lawyers Weekly, Law Times & Professional Press 

No-Fly Lists Are an Ineffective Way to Fight Terrorism, Lawyers Weekly (Apr. 2007). 

Federal Court of Appeal to Rule Whether U.S. Deserters Are Refugees, Lawyers Weekly (May 15, 2006). 

Faith-Based Arbitrations in Ontario: A Lost Opportunity, Lawyers Weekly (Mar. 20, 2006). 

Free Speech or Hate Speech?, Lawyers Weekly (Feb. 22, 2006). 

Boyd’s Recommendations Balance Needs of Religious Communities with Rights of Vulnerable, Lawyers Weekly 

(Jan. 21, 2005). 

Sharia Courts in Canada: Myth and Reality, Law Times (May 2004). 

Islamic Law Meets Western Finance, CA Magazine (Sept. 1995). 

Islamic Finance and Canadian Law, Law Times (July 1995). 

https://www.newsweek.com/authors/faisal-kutty
https://www.thestar.com/users/profile/faisal%20kutty/
https://www.aljazeera.com/author/faisal_kutty_201471461952513579
https://www.middleeasteye.net/users/faisal-kutty
https://www.wrmea.org/current-writers/faisal-kutty.html
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/contributors/fkutty
https://tribune.com.pk/author/5446/faisal-kutty
https://madhyamamonline.com/faisal-kutty-296714
https://islamicamedia.com/against-the-myth-of-eternal-religious-war/
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/israel--qatar--and-the-limits-of-self-defense
https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/rebutting-the-case-for-israel-s-june-2025-strikes-as-lawful-self-defense
https://www.law360.ca/ca/articles/2535014/anti-zionism-and-antisemitism-when-definitions-become-legal-standards
https://www.law360.ca/ca/articles/2534502
https://www.law360.ca/ca/pulse/articles/2534393/anti-zionism-can-be-antisemitic-that-doesn-t-make-it-antisemitism
https://www.law360.ca/ca/criminal/articles/2524804/tmu-controversy-tests-the-limits-of-law-society-regulation
https://www.law360.ca/ca/pulse/articles/2512022/prosecutorial-independence-applying-the-law-when-politics-are-at-their-hottest
https://www.law360.ca/ca/all_news/articles/2511763/protecting-prosecutorial-independence-from-political-pressure
https://www.law360.ca/ca/articles/2511476/prosecutorial-independence-in-an-age-of-polarization-when-politics-surrounds-the-criminal-process
https://www.law360.ca/ca/articles/2459773/what-happens-when-a-government-can-override-constitutional-rights-canada-is-about-to-find-out
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Commentary Reprinted in Edited Anthologies 

Hate Speech Sometimes Warrants Censorship, reprinted in Censorship (Noel Merino ed., Greenhaven Press 2010). 

No-Fly Lists Do Not Keep America Safe, reprinted in Introducing Issues with Opposing Viewpoints: National 

Security 89 (Lauri S. Friedman ed., Greenhaven Press 2010). 

Non-Western Societies Have Influenced Human Rights, reprinted in Opposing Viewpoints: Human Rights 41 

(Jacqueline Langwith ed., Greenhaven Press 2007). 

 

More than 400 additional opinion and commentary pieces have appeared in Newsweek, the Toronto Star, Al 

Jazeera, Middle East Eye, the Globe and Mail, the Huffington Post, the Express Tribune, Arab News, Saudi 

Gazette, Al-Ahram, Indian Express, Madhyamam Daily, Chicago Tribune, Ottawa Citizen, Montreal Gazette, 

National Post, Hamilton Spectator, Windsor Star, London Free Press, Edmonton Journal, Winnipeg Free Press, 

Detroit Free Press, and other outlets. 

 

SELECTED INVITED PRESENTATIONS & COMMENTARY 

Academic Conferences, Symposia & Law School Lectures 

• Discussant, “Islamophobia, Antisemitism and the Struggle for Recognition: Four Difficulties,” Scholars of 

Excellence Workshop, Global Migration Institute, Toronto Metropolitan University, May 13, 2026. 

• “The Implications of International Law in the Recent Global Crisis,” Ch. Mohammed Koya Chair for Studies on 

Developing Societies, University of Calicut, Kerala, India, Dec. 2023. Video 

• “The Implications of International Law in the Recent Global Crisis,” IMT Law College, Santapuram College, 

Pattikad, Kerala, India, Dec. 2023. 

• “The Implications of International Law in the Recent Global Crisis,” Farook College, Feroke, Calicut, Kerala, 

India, Dec. 2023. 

• Commentator, ZeZen Mutaqin, “Restraint in Classical Islamic Law,” Southwestern Journal of International Law, 

Mar. 23, 2022. 

• “Islamophobia in the Canadian National Security Context,” AALS Annual Conference, New Orleans, Jan. 6, 

2019. 

• “Banking on Blind Faith: Islamic Finance and Consumer Protection Concerns,” University of St. Thomas, 

Minneapolis, July 24, 2018. 

• “Cultivating Citizenship in an Age of Uncertainty: Belief, Belonging, and Community Cohesion,” Conference on 

“The Global Village: Our Responsibility to Engage,” St. Michael’s College, University of Toronto, Oct. 8, 2015. 

• “The Future of Shari’ah-Compliant Transactions,” Joint Program of the AALS Sections on Jewish Law and 

Islamic Law, AALS Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., Jan. 5, 2015. 

• “Towards a Pedagogy of Legal Journalism,” Legal Writing Institute Conference, Miami, Dec. 6, 2014. 

• “Deradicalization or Disengagement from Violence?,” Osgoode Hall Law School, York University, Nov. 26, 

2014; University of Windsor, Nov. 25, 2014. 

• “Islamic Law in U.S. Courts: Judicial Jihad or Constitutional Imperative?,” University of Alberta Faculty of Law, 

Feb. 27, 2014; University of Pennsylvania Law School, Feb. 22, 2014; AALS Annual Meeting, Jan. 5, 2014. 

• “Islam and Adoptions: Kafalah, Semantics and the Best Interests of the Child,” Symposium on Intercountry 

Adoption: Orphan Rescue or Child Trafficking?, Pepperdine University School of Law, Malibu, Feb. 8–9, 2013. 

• “Islam, Democracy and Constitutionalism: Toward a New Theory of ‘Islamic Secularism,’” Islam & Democracy 

Conference, University of Western Ontario Faculty of Law, London, Ontario, Mar. 24, 2012. 

• “Toward the Development of a More Inclusive International Law Regime,” Keynote, Philip C. Jessup 

International Law Moot Court Competition, Chicago-Kent College of Law, Feb. 11, 2012. 

• “Muslims in a Secular State: Islamic Law and Constitutions,” Symposium on Confronting Islam: Shari’ah, the 

Constitution and American Muslims, University of Maryland School of Law, Baltimore, Nov. 5, 2010. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kw9C34m58Ic&t=1256s
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• “The Myth and Reality of ‘Shari’a’ Courts in Canada: A Delayed Opportunity for the Indigenization of Islamic 

Legal Rulings,” Symposium on Islamic Law and Constitutional Liberty, University of St. Thomas School of 

Law, Minneapolis, Apr. 12, 2010. 

• “Global Economic Crisis: Some Lessons from Islamic Finance,” Symposium on Reflections on a Global Crisis: 

Current Issues in International Law and Economics, Notre Dame Law School, Apr. 9, 2010. 

• “Policing Muslim Communities: Clash or Dialogue of Civilizations?,” Symposium on Torture and National 

Security: The Making of a Social Institution, University of Windsor Faculty of Law, Mar. 3–4, 2010. 

• “Looking and Acting Muslim: Beyond the Black-White Paradigm of Civil Rights Law,” Symposium on Civil 

Rights in the Obama Era, Valparaiso University School of Law, Nov. 13, 2009. 

• “Islam, Democracy and the Right to Self-Determination” and “The Basics of Islamic Finance,” Albany Law 

School, Mar. 25–26, 2009. 

• “Finding a Balance: Perspectives on National Security Laws and Civil Rights” and “The Myth and Reality of 

Shariah Courts in Canada: Multiculturalism, Legal Pluralism, Gender, and the Limits of Accommodation,” 

University of Alberta Faculty of Law, Jan. 20, 2009. 

• Guest Lecturer, “Islamic Law: Sources and Methodology,” Osgoode Hall Law School, York University, annually 

2005–2008. 

• “Common Law and Islamic Law: Similarities and Differences,” University of Alberta, Jan. 29, 2008; University 

of Saskatchewan, Jan. 25, 2008. 

• Panelist, “Community-State Relations and Canadian Intelligence Activity,” After Arar: A Workshop Series on 

Security Intelligence and Human Rights, Osgoode Hall Law School, York University (with Inspector Wayne 

Hanniman, RCMP; chaired by Prof. Craig Scott), Feb. 21, 2007. 

• Panelist with Chief Justice Allan Lutfy (Federal Court of Canada), “National Security and Discretion in the 

Justice System,” University of Windsor Faculty of Law, Feb. 20, 2007; “An Overview of Discretion and Its 

Implications for Access to Justice,” Feb. 14, 2006. 

• “The Prophet Muhammad Cartoons: Political Provocation or Freedom of Speech?,” Osgoode Hall Law School, 

York University, Mar. 22, 2006. 

• “National Security and the Canadian Mosaic,” University of Regina, Nov. 28, 2005. 

• “The Policing of Migration and Immigration: National and International Perspectives,” Tenth International 

Metropolis Conference, Toronto, Oct. 19, 2005. 

• “National Security and Civil Liberties: Are They Incompatible?,” Faculty of Information Studies, University of 

Toronto, Apr. 5, 2005. 

• “Keeping the Faith: Alternative Dispute Resolution in Ontario’s Faith Communities,” University of Toronto 

Faculty of Law, Nov. 18, 2004. 

• “Islamic Rules of Inheritance and Ontario Law,” Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario, Jan. 2004. 

• Panelist with Profs. Janice Stein, Ed Morgan and Sharryn Aiken, “Defending Civil Liberties After 9/11,” 

University of Toronto Faculty of Law, Oct. 15, 2002. 

Keynotes, Professional & Policy Forums 

• Keynote Speaker, “Confronting Islamophobia and Protecting Minority Rights in Contemporary Democratic 

Societies,” The Muslim Fund Change Makers’ Evening, Toronto, Sept. 24, 2026. 

• Keynote, “Staying True. Staying You. Faith, Integrity, and Identity in Today’s Legal Climate,” Muslim Bar 

Association of Southern California Annual Iftar, Los Angeles, Mar. 5, 2026. 

• Presenter, “Activism as a Legal Strategy: A Guide for Lawyers as Catalysts of Social Change,” Election 2024 & 

Beyond Panel, National Association of Muslim Lawyers Annual Conference, Oct. 25, 2024. 

• “Issues and Concerns About Access to Legal Services/Justice for Muslims,” Legal Aid Ontario, Toronto, Oct. 25, 

2022. 

• “Shari’ah (“Islamic Law”) Issues in Wills and Estate Planning,” Canadian Bar Association Section on Wills & 

Estates, Edmonton, Mar. 15, 2022. 

• “On the Frontlines: A Discussion on Anti-Black Racism and Islamophobia in Law,” Law Foundation of Ontario 

& Canadian Muslim Lawyers Association, Nov. 29, 2020. 
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• “Why Conversations Matter,” TEDxValparaisoUniversity, Jan. 19, 2018. 

• “Overcoming ‘Holy Wars’ by Cultivating Dialogue,” Parliament of the World’s Religions, Salt Lake City, Oct. 

17, 2015. 

• Keynote, “ISIS and the Crisis of Authority in Islam,” Conference on The Terror of These Times: A Theological 

Perspective, co-sponsored by the United Church of Canada, the University of Toronto and others, Niagara Falls, 

N.Y., June 13, 2015. 

• Keynote, “Making Democracy Work for Everyone,” Council on American-Islamic Relations (Ohio) 10th Annual 

Banquet, on receipt of the 2012 Civil Rights Award, Cleveland, Mar. 31, 2012. 

• “National Security and Human Rights,” Bridging the Gap Conference, sponsored by the Ontario Ministry of the 

Attorney General, Toronto, Aug. 27, 2008. 

• “National Security and Human Rights,” 2008 Annual Policy Conference, Canadian Association of Statutory 

Human Rights Agencies, Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario, June 15–17, 2008. 

• “Through the Looking Glass: An Examination of Racial Profiling in Canada,” Canadian Centre for Policy 

Alternatives, Toronto, Oct. 16, 2007. 

• Panelist with the Hon. Donald H. Oliver, Q.C., and Wendy Grant-John, “Social Harmony: Prosperity in a 

Competitive World,” Symposium on Investing in Canada, Association of Professional Executives of the Public 

Service of Canada (APEX), National Arts Centre, Ottawa, May 30–31, 2006. 

• Panelist with Prof. Margaret MacMillan, Prof. Ebrahim Moosa and Jonathan Kay, “Perspectives on the London 

Bombings,” Noor Cultural Centre, Toronto, Aug. 5, 2005. 

• “Is There Room for Women’s Equality Rights in Religious Arbitration?,” Canadian Council of Muslim Women, 

with Status of Women Canada, Rights & Democracy, and the Canadian Women’s Foundation, Toronto, Apr. 9, 

2005. 

• “Hate Crimes: Legislation and Legal Remedies,” Conference on Hate Crimes, Centre for Research-Action on 

Race Relations, Montreal, Mar. 21–22, 2002. 

 

COURT EXPERT WITNESS 

• Ontario Superior Court of Justice — Expert witness on Islamic law and family law; reports and in-court 

testimony, 2020. 

• Court of Justice of the European Union — Expert report on Islamic law in an adoption matter, 2019. 

• Chicago Immigration Court — Expert report on Islamic law in asylum/removal proceedings, 2017. 

• United Kingdom Supreme Court — Expert report on Islamic law in an adoption matter, 2017. 

• English Court of Appeal — Expert report on Islamic law in an adoption matter, 2015. 

 

LAW REFORM, POLICY & HUMAN RIGHTS ENGAGEMENT 

• International Independent Trial Observer, military trials of political prisoners, Cairo, Egypt, June 2007, at the 

invitation of human rights organizations, the Egyptian Lawyers Syndicate, and members of the People’s 

Assembly 

• Legal Counsel to a coalition of twenty-seven civil liberties and human rights organizations in submissions to the 

Government of Canada on the federal “no-fly” list (Passenger Protect Program) 

• Legal Counsel to a coalition of civil liberties and human rights organizations in submissions to Parliamentary 

committees on Canada’s Anti-Terrorism Act, prior to its enactment and during its statutory review 

• Legal Counsel to three human rights organizations in submissions to the United Nations Human Rights Council’s 

Universal Periodic Review on national security issues 

• Counsel to two intervenors, Commission of Inquiry into the Investigation of the Bombing of Air India Flight 182 

and the Iacobucci Internal Inquiry on Canadian national security 

• Consulted by the Ontario Ministry of the Attorney General on hate crimes law, faith-based arbitration (Family 

Statute Law Amendment Act, 2005), and the Human Rights Code Amendment Act, 2006 
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• Briefed members of the U.S. House Homeland Security Subcommittee on Intelligence during their congressional 

fact-finding mission to Toronto, at the invitation of the U.S. Consulate General, 2006 

 

COURSES TAUGHT 

Alternative Dispute Resolution; Appellate Advocacy; Comparative Law; Contracts Drafting; 

Corporate/Commercial Law; Ethical Lawyering; Introduction to American Law; Islamic Law; Legal Journalism; 

Legal Writing & Reasoning; LL.M. Graduate Seminar; National Security Law; Professional Responsibility; Torts. 

 

SERVICE 

Institutional Service 

• Member, Academic Freedom Committee, Southwestern Law School, 2026–2027 

• Member, Honor Code Committee, Southwestern Law School, 2026–2027 

• Member, Non-Tenure-Track Faculty Renewal & Promotion Committee, Southwestern Law School, 2026–2027 

• Co-Advisor, Southwestern Journal of International Law, 2022–Present 

• Faculty Advisor, South Asian Law Students Association (SALSA), Southwestern Law School, 2025–Present 

• Faculty Committees, Valparaiso University School of Law: Appointments; Petitions & Readmissions; Speakers; 

and University Interfaith Committee, 2010–2019 

• Member, Tenure & Promotions Adjudication Committee, Osgoode Hall Law School, York University, 2008–

2009 

Professional & Editorial Service 

• Affiliate Faculty, Rutgers University Center for Security, Race & Rights 

• Steering Committee Member, Islamophobia Research Hub, York University 

• Advisory Board Member, Criminal Justice Centre for Advocacy, Research, and Education (CJCARE), University 

of Regina 

• Contributing Editor, Washington Report on Middle East Affairs 

• Editorial Board, Manchester Journal of Transnational Islamic Law 

• Grant Reviewer, Qatar Foundation 

• Peer Reviewer, various journals and publishers, 2010–Present 

• Editorial Board, Arab Law Quarterly, 2016–2021 

• Director, American Society of Comparative Law, 2015–2019 

• Executive Member, AALS Section on Human Rights Law, 2015–2019 

• Executive Member, AALS Section on Islamic Law, 2010–2019 

• Co-Chair, AALS Section on Islamic Law, 2015 

• Secretary & Newsletter Editor, AALS Section on Islamic Law, 2013–2014 

• Deputy Editor, International Law Year in Review, 2015–2017 

• Ph.D. Examiner, Monash University, 2017 

• Member, New Member Committee, Legal Writing Institute, 2008–2009 

Boards & Community Service 

• Board of Directors, American Educational Trust, 2026–Present 

• Advisory Board, National Council of Canadian Muslims, 2015–2022 

• Board Member, Vice-Chair & Legal Counsel, Canadian Council on American-Islamic Relations (now National 

Council of Canadian Muslims), 2001–2008 

• Board Member & Counsel, Canadian Muslim Civil Liberties Association 

• Board Member, Human Concern International, 1996–2005 
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

• Kutty & Associates, Toronto, Ontario — Of Counsel, 2018–2020; Principal Lawyer, 1996–2002 

• KSM Law Firm (Kutty, Syed & Mohamed), Toronto, Ontario — Of Counsel, 2009–2018; Managing Partner, 

2002–2009. Practice in human rights, national security, non-profit and charity law, business law, Islamic 

finance, and alternative dispute resolution 

• Consultant on Islamic Law, Culture and Practice, Little Mosque on the Prairie, Canadian Broadcasting 

Corporation (CBC), 2006–2007 

• Goodman & Carr, Toronto, Ontario — Junior, 1995–1996 

 

SELECTED AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS & RECOGNITION 

• The Muslim 500: The World’s Most Influential Muslims (Royal Islamic Strategic Studies Centre, Amman), 

included annually since 2009. 

• Canadian Lawyer — finalist, “Changemaker” category, 25 Most Influential Lawyers in Canada, 2018. 

• Valparaiso University Martin Luther King Jr. Award, 2017. 

• Valparaiso University Alumni Association Distinguished Teaching Award, 2015. 

• CAIR Civil Rights Award, 2012. 

• Fellow, Salzburg Global Seminar, “Islamic and International Law: Searching for Common Ground,” Salzburg, 

Austria, 2008. 

• Maher Arar and Monia Mazig Award in Civil and Human Rights, 2007. 

• Professional Excellence Award, American Federation of Muslims from India, 2004. 
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