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U.S. Department of Education Disclosures 

Scheduled Review Date: May 2026 (Accreditation Reporting & Compliance and General Counsel 

Office) 

Department of Education regulations (34 CFR 668.43) require educational institutions to make 

certain information regarding accreditation and licensing available upon request to students and 

prospective students. 

Corporate Information 

Southwestern is established by name in the State of California as a Nonprofit Public Benefit 

Corporation for the purpose of conducting and maintaining an educational institution offering 

legal instruction.  

See attached April 12, 2007 Articles of Incorporation. 

Accreditation Information 

Southwestern Law School is a private institution that is accredited by the Council for the Section 

of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar of the American Bar Association, 321 North Clark 

Street, Chicago, IL 60654, 312-988-6738, an accrediting agency recognized by the United States 

Department of Education.  

See attached February 28, 2023 American Bar Association Letter. 

As an ABA-Approved law school, Southwestern is considered accredited by the Committee of 

Bar Examiners of the State Bar of California.  

See attached April 13, 2018 Committee of Bar Examiners of the State Bar of California Letter. 

State Administrative Oversight Information 

Southwestern Law School is approved to operate by the Bureau for Private Postsecondary 

Education (BPPE or Bureau). Approval by the Bureau means compliance with state standards as 

set forth in the California Education Code and 5, California Code of Regulations.  

See attached July 21, 2023 Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education Letter. 



Contact Information for Filing Complaints 

Students may file a complaint under Southwestern’s Student Complaint and Grievance Policy 

and Procedures (Including Complaints Implicating ABA Standards) (under development).  

Regulations also require an institution to provide its students or prospective students with con­ 

tact information for filing complaints with its accreditor and with its State approval or licensing 

entity and any other relevant State official or agency that would appropriately handle a student's 

complaint. 

That contact information is as follows: 

An individual may contact the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education for review of a 

complaint. The Bureau may be contacted at 2535 Capitol Oaks Drive, Suite 400, Sacramento, CA 

95833, http://www.bppe.ca.gov, (916) 431-6924 (phone), (916) 263-1897 (fax).  

A student or any member of the public may file a complaint about this institution with the 

Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education by calling (888) 370-7589 or by completing a 

complaint form, which can be obtained on the bureau's internet Web site at www.bppe.ca.gov.  

For complaints alleging non-compliance with American Bar Association Standards, individuals 

may contact the Managing Director of Accreditation and Legal Education, American Bar 

Association, 321 N. Clark Street, 21st Floor, Chicago, IL 60654. Additional information is available 

at https://www.americanbar.org/groups/legal_education/accreditation/complaint_procedures/.  

For consumer complaint contacts for each state or jurisdiction in which Southwestern is 

authorized to do business, please click here. 

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/legal_education/accreditation/complaint_procedures/
https://www.swlaw.edu/sites/default/files/2024-02/Complaint%20Contacts%20updated%202.29.24.pdf








 

 

February 28, 2023 

 

Dean Darby Dickerson 
Southwestern Law School 
3050 Wilshire Boulevard  
Los Angeles, CA  90010 
 
Dear Dean Dickerson: 

This letter serves to confirm that Southwestern Law School was approved by  the 
American Bar Association in 1970 and is presently on the list of law schools approved 
by the American Bar Association. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
William Adams 
Managing Director of Accreditation and Legal Education 
 
WA/DM 
 
 





 
 

 

 
 
July 21, 2023 
 
Julie Xanders 
Southwestern Law School 
3050 Wilshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90010 
 
RE: Approval to Operate an Accredited Institution – Application #36301 
Institution Code: 53555923 
 
Dear Ms. Xanders: 
 
The Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education (Bureau) completed the review of your application 
for approval to operate an accredited institution, received on May 8, 2023. The information included 
with the application was determined to be in compliance with the requirements of Title 5, California 
Code of Regulations (CCR) section 71390.  Therefore, Southwestern Law School is granted approval 
to operate under the terms of California Education Code (CEC) section 94890(a)(1) until March 30, 
2032 per CEC section 94890(b).  
 
This approval is coterminous with the institution’s term of accreditation granted by the American Bar 
Association, Council of the Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar (ABA). 
 
Southwestern Law School is approved to offer the programs on the most recent “Approved Educational 
Program List” at 3050 Wilshire Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90010. Please post this approval information in 
a prominent location so prospective students and other interested parties are aware of your approval 
to operate. 
 
The institution is required to enroll students by means of executing an enrollment agreement and must 
provide the catalog and school performance fact sheet to a student prior to signing the enrollment 
agreement (CEC section 94902). Southwestern Law School is required to maintain compliance with 
the California Private Postsecondary Education Act of 2009 and Title 5, California Code of Regulations 
7.5 Private Postsecondary Education and is subject to inspection by Bureau staff at any time for the 
purpose of monitoring compliance.   
 
Ownership information:  Bureau records will reflect the following ownership for Southwestern Law 
School: 
 
Southwestern Law School (Non-Profit Corporation)  100% 
 
If you require additional assistance on this matter, please contact Rachel Fabbri at 
Rachel.Fabbri@dca.ca.gov or (279) 895-6054. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
EBONY SANTEE 
Education Administrator 

 
Enclosure(s) 
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